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eBay India successfully concludes
gaming event ‘Dhanbola’

eBay India celebrated its
Loudest Diwali Ever by host-
ing the first ever FB live gam-
ing event for its consumers
called Dhanbola (online
tambola). Hosted by India’s
best stand-up comedian Zakir
Khan, Dhanbola was live on
Tuesday, October 25th, 2016
from 4:00-5:00 pm on eBay
India fb page.

Over 5.6 million consum-
ers on ebay.in got codes that
entitled them to participate in
live Dhanbola event and
wonprizes such as MacBook
Pro, an Apple iPhone 7 and a
Philips Bluetooth speaker.

Dhanbola was also an op-
portunity for eBay India to
reinforce its TVC campaign

#ThingsDontJudge, as Zakir
Khan hostedhis Diwali party
on the fb page of eBay India.

Commenting on this initia-
tive, Ms. Shivani Suri, Direc-
tor Marketing, eBay India said
“Our recently launched TVC
campaign #ThingsDontJudge
struck a chord with consum-
ers from different walks of
life. Dhanbola was yet an-
other industry first from eBay
India to not only deepen our
engagement with
consumerson a platform
which is preferred by thembut
also to celebrate the spirit of
the upcoming festivities.We
engaged with over 1.2 lakh
consumers through this
online initiative.” (19-10)

Ahmedabad based start-up, The
Kettlery Looks For Global Expansion

A h m e d a b a d ,
Ahmedabad based The
Kettlery, a specialty tea retail
brand announced its expan-
sion plans in the city today.
The city based start up looks
for expansion in India and
abroad and plans to open 100
tea retail boutique outlets in
the next 5 years.

The Kettlery got a million
dollar fund from Asia’s larg-
est franchise & retail solutions
provider, Franchise India
Brands Limited & Ace Shooter
Abhinav Bindra’s Shooting
Star Sports LLP Venture Fund
this month. The fund will be
utilized to open tea boutique
outlets of The Kettlery across
the globe. The brand is soon
going to open its Exclusive
Brand Outlets (EBOs) in In-

dian markets - Mumbai,
Delhi, Bangalore, Gurgaon,
Hyderabad, Pune and foreign
markets – Dubai, Singapore,
London, Paris, Amsterdam
and Germany.

The Kettlery, launched in
April 2015 is a specialty tea
brand which brings an exclu-
sive range of best gourmet
tea varieties, healthy tisanes,
tea brewing and drinking ac-
cessories along with de-
signer tea sets. With more
than 75 unique tea blends
and over 50 designer tea
accessories and tea sets
from across the globe, The
Kettlery store is a perfect
spot for tea connoisseurs
and aspiring consumers look-
ing to develop a healthy tea
lifestyle.(19-10)

Data breach: Tackling cyber threats
With the recent surge in

criminal activity targeting
payment cards, banks across
the globe are beginning to
recognize the need for a so-
lution which can protect their
customers from any unex-
pected fraud losses.  Early
fraud identification and pre-
vention is the most important
aspect in such situations.

 Considering the above,
Mr. Ramaswamy
Venkatachalam – Managing
Director, India & South Asia,
FIS is willing to share insights
on the below:

Data breach and its im-
pact, Different types of
cybercrimes, Need and rel-
evance of cybersecurity, Pre-
cautions to protect sensitive

data
 FIS recently launched

SecurLOCK which addresses
this need of the market by
allowing cardholders to set
rules on their cards on how
they wish to use their cards.
The app adds many features
on the card as part of cus-
tomer self-service.

FIS is a market-leading
global banking and payments
technology provider in India.
FIS provides a complete end-
to-end offering with best-in-
breed solutions for banking
(core banking and allied so-
lutions) and payments (ATM
switch and ATM managed
services) along with a strong
outsourced services offer-
ing.(19-10)

Duterte says Philippines could
join sea exercises with Japan,
again vents anger at U.S

Phil ippine President
Rodrigo Duterte said on
Thursday his country could
join naval exercises with Ja-
pan, but repeated there
would be no more war games
with long-time ally the United
States and again gave vent
to his anger against Washing-
ton. Duterte also said he had
explained to Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe in talks
on Wednesday just why he
resented the United States,
reiterating that Washington
treated the Philippines like
"dogs on a leash" and lec-
tured about human rights in
connection with his domestic
campaign against drugs.

The Philippine leader's
visit to Japan coincides with
jitters about his foreign policy
after weeks of verbal attacks
on the United States, includ-
ing threats to end military
agreements, and overtures
towards China. Duterte last
week announced in China his
"separation" from the United

States, but then insisted ties
were not being severed and
that he was merely pursuing
an independent foreign
policy.

"Joint exercise with Japan
in general terms is not a prob-
lem. Stationing of Japanese
troops was not discussed and
with the Americans, it's prob-
lematic," Duterte told report-
ers one day after saying he
wanted foreign troops out of
his country "maybe in the
next two years".

"I don't want to embar-
rass my defence secretary but
the exercises with the Ameri-
cans will be the last," he said.

Duterte, on the final day
of a three-day visit to Japan,
made the comments after
watching Japan Coast Guard
activities in the port of
Yokohama, near Tokyo.
Duterte's recent comments
pose a headache for Abe,
who has tightened ties with
Washington while building
closer security.

Pakistan outlaws protests in capital
ahead of Imran Khan's "lockdown"

Pakistan outlawed public
gatherings and political pro-
tests in the capital Islamabad
on Thursday, ahead of next
week's planned "lockdown" of
the city by opposition politi-
cian Imran Khan.

Khan's party said it would
defy the order, heightening
the stakes in a political stand-
off with Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, who Khan wants to re-
sign over alleged corruption,
and raising fears of street
clashes.

Deputy Commissioner
Mushtaq Ahmed, the city's top
administrator, outlawed gath-
erings of more than five peo-
ple, the display of firearms by
anyone other than security
forces and the use of loud-
speakers in public for two
months, according to orders
issued by his office.

Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf party, which led a
weeks-long occupation of
Islamabad in 2014 after re-
jecting Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif's election win, says it
will shut down the capital on
Nov. 2 unless Sharif resigns or
submits to the opposition's
terms for an investigation.

A former cricketing hero,
Khan said the protests would
force the closure of schools,
public offices, roads into the
capital and the airport until
Sharif resigned or agreed to
be investigated. "It is neces-
sary to control such types of
illegal activities which present
a threat to public peace, tran-
quillity and maintenance of
law and order," said Ahmed in
an official notification an-
nouncing the measures. Anila
Khwaja, a spokesperson for
Khan's party, said the order
would not deter the planned
protests. "He's more deter-
mined than ever," she said of
Khan. An Islamabad court on
Thursday also issued orders
for both police and Khan's
party not to block roads or
public spaces during the
planned protest.

"We will protest and march
to Islamabad under all condi-
tions, no body can stop us,"
he told a press conference on
Wednesday.

Khan's months-long 2014
protests crippled the capital,
but ended without the over-
throw of the government. This
time, he is challenging Sharif's
legitimacy to rule.Pakistan
outlawed public gatherings
and political protests in the
capital Islamabad on Thurs-
day, ahead of next week's
planned "lockdown" of the city
by opposition politician Imran
Khan.

Khan's party said it would
defy the order, heightening
the stakes in a political stand-
off with Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, who Khan wants to re-
sign over alleged corruption,
and raising fears of street
clashes.

Deputy Commissioner
Mushtaq Ahmed, the city's top
administrator, outlawed gath-
erings of more than five peo-
ple, the display of firearms by
anyone other than security
forces and the use of loud-
speakers in public for two
months, according to orders
issued by his office.

Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf party, which led a
weeks-long occupation of
Islamabad in 2014 after re-
jecting Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif's election win, says it
will shut down the capital on
Nov. 2 unless Sharif resigns or
submits to the opposition's
terms for an investigation.

A former cricketing hero,
Khan said the protests would
force the closure of schools,
public offices, roads into the
capital and the airport until
Sharif resigned or agreed to
be investigated. "It is neces-
sary to control such types of
illegal activities which present
a threat to public peace, tran-
quillity and maintenance of
law and order," said Ahmed in
an official notification an-
nouncing the measures.

Iraqi army tries to reach site of
IS executions south of Mosul

The Iraqi army was trying
on Thursday to reach a town
south of Mosul where Islamic
State has reportedly executed
dozens to deter the popula-
tion against any attempt to
support the U.S.-led offensive
on the jihadists' last major
city stronghold in Iraq.

Eleven days into what is
expected to be the biggest
ground offensive in Iraq since
the U.S.-led invasion of 2003,
army and federal police units
were fighting off sniper fire
and suicide car bombs south
of Hammam al-Alil, the site
of the reported executions on
the outskirts of Mosul, an
Iraqi military spokesman said.

The militants shot dead
dozens of prisoners there,
most of them former mem-
bers of the Iraqi police and
army, taken from villages the
group has been forced to
abandon as the troops ad-
vanced, officials in the region
said on Wednesday.

The executions were
meant "to terrorise the oth-
ers, those who are in Mosul
in particular", and also to get
rid of the prisoners, said
Abdul Rahman al-Waggaa, a
member of the Nineveh pro-
vincial council. Some of the
families of those executed are
also held in Hammam al-Alil,
he said.

U.N. human rights spokes-
man Rupert Colville on Tues-
day said Islamic State fight-
ers had reportedly killed
scores of people around
Mosul in the last week. A
Reuters correspondent met
relatives of hostages south of
Mosul. One of them was a
policeman who had returned
to see the family that he had

left behind when his village
fell under the militants' con-
trol two years ago.

"I’m afraid they will keep
pulling them back from village
to village until they get to
Mosul. And then they will dis-
appear," he said, asking not
be identified to protect fam-
ily members still in the hands
of the fighters.

Islamic State fighters are
keeping up their fierce de-
fence of the southern ap-
proaches to Mosul, which has
held up Iraqi troops there and
forced an elite army unit east
of the city to put a more rapid
advance on hold.

The fall of Mosul would
mark Islamic State's effective
defeat in Iraq.

The city is many times big-
ger than any other that Is-
lamic State has ever cap-
tured, and it was from its
Grand Mosque in 2014 that
the group's leader, Abu Bakr
al-Baghdadi, declared a
"caliphate" that also spans
parts of Syria.

U.S. Defense Secretary
Ash Carter said on Tuesday
an attack on Raqqa, Islamic
State's main stronghold in
Syria, would start while the
battle of Mosul is still unfold-
ing. It was the first official
suggestion that U.S.-backed
forces in both countries could
soon mount simultaneous op-
erations to crush the self-pro-
claimed caliphate once and
for all.

The front lines east and
north of Mosul have moved
much closer to the edges of
the city than the southern
front and the combat ahead
is likely to get more deadly
as 1.5 million residents re-

main in the city.
Worst-case U.N. forecasts

see up to a million people
being uprooted. U.N. aid
agencies said the fighting had
so far forced about 16,000
people to flee.

"Assessments have re-
corded a significant number
of female-headed house-
holds, raising concerns
around the detention or cap-
ture of men and boys," the
office of the U.N. humanitar-
ian coordinator for Iraq said
on Wednesday.The coordina-
tor, Lise Grande, told Reuters
on Tuesday that a mass exo-
dus could happen, maybe
within the next few days.

It was also possible that
Islamic State fighters could
resort to "rudimentary chemi-
cal weapons" to hold back the
impending assault, she said.

The militants are sus-
pected to have set on a fire a
sulphur plant south of Mosul
last week, filling the air with

toxic gasses that caused
breathing problems for hun-
dreds of civilians.

A senior U.S. official said
about 50,000 Iraqi ground
troops are taking part in the
offensive, including a core
force of 30,000 from the gov-
ernment’s armed forces,
10,000 Kurdish fighters and
the remaining 10,000 from
police and local volunteers.
About 5,000 to 6,000 jihadists
are dug in, according to Iraqi
military estimates.

Roughly 5,000 U.S. troops
are also in Iraq. More than
100 of them are embedded
with Iraqi and Kurdish
peshmerga forces advising
commanders and helping
coalition air power to hit tar-
gets. They are not deployed
on front lines.

The warring sides are not
giving casualty figures in their
own ranks or among civilians,
each claiming to have killed
hundreds of enemy fighters.

EU Parliament awards Sakharov
Prize to Yazidi women

The European Parliament
on Thursday awarded its
Sakharov Prize to Nadia
Murad and Lamiya Aji Bashar,
two Iraqi Yazidi women who
were held as sex slaves by
Islamic State militants and
have campaigned for human
rights since escaping.

Murad and Bashar were
among thousands of women
and girls abducted, tortured
and sexually abused by Is-
lamic State fighters after the
militants rounded up Yazidis
in the village of Kocho, near
Sinjar in northwest Iraq, in
2014.

The Yazidi are a religious
sect whose beliefs combine
elements of several ancient
Middle Eastern religions. Is-
lamic State considers them
devil-worshippers.

Islamic State insurgents
overran Sinjar in August
2014, systematically killing,
capturing and enslaving thou-
sands of Yazidi inhabitants

Murad, now aged 23, was
held by IS in Mosul but es-
caped her captors in Novem-
ber 2014, reached a refugee
camp and eventually made
her way to Germany.

She has since become ac-
tive as an advocate for the
Yazidis, and refugee and
women's rights in general, as
well as campaigning against
human trafficking.

She has briefed the U.N.
Security Council on the prob-

lem of human trafficking and
last month launched Nadia's
Initiative to help victims of
genocide. She has called for
the massacre of Yazidis to be
recognised as genocide.

Bashar, 18, was captured
in the same raid as Murad and
also kept as a sex slave by
IS. She escaped in March but
was badly disfigured and
blinded in one eye when a
landmine went off as she fled.
Two companions were killed.

She now lives in Germany,
where she has undergone
rehabilitation for her wounds,
and works as an advocate for
the Yazidis.

Mass Yazidi graves have
been uncovered in the area
north of Sinjar mountain,
which was taken from IS in
Dec. 2014. Kurdish forces re-
took Sinjar town in Novem-
ber 2014 in a two-day offen-
sive backed by airstrikes from
a U.S.-led coalition

U.N. investigators said in
a report in June that Islamic
State is committing genocide
against the Yazidis in Syria
and Iraq to destroy the reli-
gious community of 400,000
people through kil l ings,
sexual slavery and other
crimes.Such a designation,
rare under international law,
would mark the first recog-
nised genocide carried out by
non-state actors, rather than
a state or paramilitaries act-
ing on its behalf.

China's Xi anointed
"core" leader, on par
with Mao, Deng

China's Communist Party gave
President Xi Jinping the title of "core"
leader on Thursday, putting him on par
with past strongmen like Mao Zedong
and Deng Xiaoping, but it signalled his
power would not be absolute.

A lengthy communique released by
the party following a four-day, closed-
door meeting of senior officials in
Beijing stressed maintaining the impor-
tance of collective leadership.

The collective leadership system
"must always be followed and should
not be violated by any organisation or
individual under any circumstance or
for any reason", it said.

But all party members should
"closely unite around the Central Com-
mittee with Comrade Xi Jinping as the
core", said the document, released
through state media.

The "core" leader title marks a sig-
nificant strengthening of Xi's position
ahead of a key party congress next
year, at which a new Standing Com-
mittee, the pinnacle of power in China,
will be constituted.

Since assuming office almost four
years ago, Xi has rapidly consolidated
power, including heading a group lead-
ing economic reform and appointing
himself commander-in-chief of the
military, though as head of the Central
Military Commission he already con-
trols the armed forces. While head of
the party, the military and the state,
Xi had not previously been given the
title "core". Deng coined the phrase
"core" leader. He said Mao, himself and
Jiang Zemin were core leaders, mean-
ing they had almost absolute author-
ity and should not be questioned.


